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I. PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

This year we had a very modest 3.2% increase to our membership base. I’ve been a volunteer in 
tennis for many years, and I wish there was a magic solution to the age-old challenge of attracting 
more players to our sport. I have no clear answer, however, let me offer some thoughts on what I 
believe needs to happen in order for our club to continue in a positive direction: 
 

1. “I want to play like Bianca, Denis, Felix and Milos” : Let’s give credit to our rising 
superstars in the WTA and ATP professional circuit. Bianna Andreescu, the 19 year old 
phenom from Mississauga, began the year on fire, winning the Indian Wells Masters 
event and rocketing to a high of 24 in the rankings by the end of March. She further 
ascended the rankings to #5 on September 9

th
 by winning the Rogers Cup and the US 

Open, beating Serena Williams both times!. Not to be out-done by our female superstar, 
20 year old Denis Shapovalov from Toronto continued his rise in the rankings, reaching a 
career high of 20 by the end of March. Felix Auger-Aliassime followed in his good friend’s 
footsteps at age of 18 by improving his ranking to a career high of 33 by the end of 
March. Even old-man Milos Raonic stood ground and maintained a respectable ranking 
in the top 20 over the same period. 

2. “I had fun in my gym class today playing tennis!” : Starting our gym program in 4 
schools in our area is a good start to generate interest in the sport. The key is to offer this 
across more schools over time and foster those relationships with the school 
administrators and to keep returning to the schools year over year. Fun at school will 
eventually translate into wanting to play tennis more often, and what better place to do 
that than at MTC! 

3. “Can I join MTC and bring a friend?” : this rather simple but effective promotion was 
offered in the Feb to May timeframe and did generate interest by some members to 
entice their friends to join, for the chance to win Rogers Cup tickets. We also routinely 
offer promo codes starting Opening Day for new members to join at a 10% discount. 
Some of our longer time members helped spread the word to public courts in the area 
and that also helped generate membership interest. We will be offering even better 
promotions for next year to encourage existing members to recruit new players. 

4. “Let’s follow MTC on Facebook and Instagram” : a more targeted ad campaign was 
run this year during March and April with a short but compelling video by our friend and 
Ward 4 councillor Karen Rea. She has her own membership base and shared the video 
with them as well, so it is likely we saw some new members join due to this promotion. 

5. “Other intangibles” : something as simple as having an earlier and nicer spring can 
really affect people’s moods. This year our spring was late in coming (early June before 
solid double-digit temperatures and less rain), so that may have delayed some people 
from thinking about joining our club. 

 
Building all aspects of a strong community tennis club takes time and patience, and we are 
confident that with help from our members and the community, we will continue to grow and 
become the envy of tennis clubs around the region. Good news travels fast, so let’s all do just 
that and pass the word, encourage a friend to join, and let them know what they’re missing. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Scott Fraser 
President, MTC 
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II. SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
 
Here is just a small recognition list of people or organizations that have made a difference this 
past year for our Club: 
 

 The Government of Ontario graciously awarded the club a $3600 grant for the second year in 
a row to help fund one of our club monitors for a 7 week period in July & August. The grant is 
available each year to not-for-profits as part of the Summer Experience Program (SEP). We 
used the funds to hire one high school student to perform primarily monitor duties. 

 We can’t say enough about all the volunteers that make our club a special place to work and 
play: Roy Antoine & Garry Lander for all their landscaping work to help beautify our 
property and keep it looking great; Jim Fehr for his ongoing willingness to offer his hand to 
manage general maintenance around the club; 

Section 2.01 Opening Day Festivities 

Saturday, Jun 1
st

, 2019 was used as an opportunity to showcase our wonderful club and have 
members of the public come out to try our facilities and talk to our pros and board about all the 
great programming we have to offer. Our original date selected, May 25

th
, was rained out, but on 

this day it was a very pleasant and warm 22C. 

Thank you to Regional councillor/Deputy Mayor Don Hamilton for attending and presenting an 
Opening Day certificate from Mayor Frank Scarpitti.  

We had a good attendance with about 70 adults and 20 juniors enjoying drop-in play on all courts. 
Garry, Dave & Alena ran the BBQ with lots of food for everyone. 

Thanks to our board, volunteers and staff: 

1. MTC Board: Dave Gervan (VP), Kelly McLeod (secretary), Tasneem Gopeesingh 
(membership), Alison Horne (treasurer), Tania Persad (Director-at-Large) 

2. Management Team: Jeff Lander, Richard Nicholson 
3. Monitors: Mackenzie Hedges, Kampbell Reid, Annie Machin (September) 
4. Club Pros: Kusal Fernando, Chris Urquhart 
5. Volunteers: Andrew Bric, Garry Lander, Alena Gopeesingh  
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III. FACILITY UPDATE 
 

Keeping our facilities fresh and maintained is a key responsibility. While our facility is still very 
new, there are always items that need to be addressed. This year, we tackled the following items: 

 Three wind screens were repaired this past season ($150). 

 New 12x12 pad with an 8x10 shed was installed next to the patio ($2700). 

 New divider net posts & nets between courts 2-3 were installed ($4700). 

 Auto Door operator for the front entrance needed a new logic board ($700) 

 The club owns two older Lobster ball machines (circa 2005) that haven’t been used in 
years. Jim Fehr refurbished the machines to allow us to get a bit more use out of them. 
These will eventually need to be replaced by a new model that runs off battery and can be 
used on any court (Silent Partner), but these machines cost between $800-$2000 new. 

 The City’s court resurfacing specialists, Court Contractors, will return in October to patch a 
few areas around Courts 2-3 and Courts 4-5 to help minimize the amount of water pooling 
after it rains. The reality is not much can be done to repair the surfaces further without 
completing a full resurface. Courts 4-6 are next due for resurfacing in 2022, while Courts 1-3 
will need a rebuild closer to 2024. 

 

A. Future Plans with the City 

 

 Additional fencing to connect courts 1-3 with courts 4-6. This would ensure members enter 
through only one main entrance and will allow the club to more easily monitor member 
activity. We are asking the City to include this project in their future plans, but no firm 
commitment has been made. 

B. Repair & Maintenance Plans 

 

 Routine repairs on existing wind screens - $200-$500 

 Unionville T.C. donated 2 of their used screens to us, and with minor repairs, they can be 
used to replace some of our older screens next year. 
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IV. FINANCIALS 
 

Markham Tennis Club Ltd. was registered in the province of Ontario as a not-for-profit 
organization on Jan 27, 2012. 
 
Incorporating gives MTC legal status and we are recognized by the legal system as having rights 
and responsibilities. An incorporated organization can enter into contracts, buy land, borrow 
money, have bank accounts, etc., in its own name.  
 
The main advantages and responsibilities for MTC under this designation are: 
 

1. The ability to apply for Trillium and other grants becomes possible. 
2. There are a number of administrative requirements, such as filing a Notice of Registered 

Office if there is a change and filing a Notice of Directors if there is a change in directors. 
However, the key requirement is to file an annual return and financial statements with the 
Corporations Branch each year. 

3. Having a set of By-Laws by which the organization operates and conducts itself. 
 

Section 4.01 Financial Summary 

A. Income Statement (Profit & Loss) 

To be provided at the AGM 

B. Balance Sheet 

To be provided at the AGM 
 
 

Section 4.02 Fundraising 

This year we decided to offer some great fundraising incentives to all new and returning 
members. We now offer the following levels of donation to help raise funds and build our capital 
reserve fund. Our annual debt repayment to the City alone costs us about $19,000, so each 
penny counts!  
 
 

DONATION LEVEL INCENTIVE* 

$500 1 free adult membership for two years 

$1000 1 free adult membership for four years 

$2000 1 free Lifetime adult membership 
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Funds were raised in following areas: 
 

1. Over the summer, a small silent auction raised $500. Items for auction included: 
a. Two Gold tickets for Rogers Cup Monday opening day evening match 
b. Two meal certificates to Duchess of Markham 
c. Two racquets (Head, Wilson) 
d. Head Racquet bag 
e. Ladies OTA jacket 

2. Individual members donated $1700 towards purchases of court equipment 
3. The Canadian Tire Jumpstart program donated $300 to allow a financially challenged 

family to play tennis at our club. 
4. The Ontario Summer Experience Program (SEP) Grant of $3600 was awarded to cover 

the costs of 1 monitor position in July & August. 
5. YesEco donated 1000, 8oz compostable cups to our club (www.yeseco.com) . 

 

http://www.yeseco.com/
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V. MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership grew by 3.2% (346 -> 358), and we continued to offer all junior tennis camp 
participants a free membership this year.  

We increased our membership revenue by 6% due to an increase in adult memberships and 
an increase in adult membership fees to $145 (from $140). 

Growth remains critical to ensure we remain financially sound in future years. To that end, our 
two key focus areas for the coming year will be as follows: 

A. Schools Programming 

The board still believes one of the best ways to bring in new members is to make better 
connections in the school system. We made good headway in 2019 (see Section 7.08), and will 
continue building our relationship with local schools and the YRDSB. For 2020, we will: 

 Become certified as a YRDSB service provider and start the certification process sooner 
in Sep 2019 

 Start some gym sessions earlier in Oct 2019, particularly with Reesor Park P.S. 
 

B. New Member Referral 

In September 2019, we will introduce a New Member Referral Program to help further spark our 
growth. If a member refers a new member to the Club who joins for the 2020 season, they will 
receive the following: 

 Both the referring member and the new member will receive a 1 hour semi-private lesson 
with our Head Professional, Kusal Fernando. 

 Both the referring member and the new member will receive a Head bag with a can of 
balls and some swag. 

 The referring member will receive a Head tennis racquet valued at $200 (limited supply). 
 

C. Marketing 

Through our various marketing and promotion activities over the summer we were able to track 
some of the new memberships that came to our club: 

 Three (3) new memberships from our Opening Day on Jun 1
st
.  

 No new memberships from our day at Markham Village Music Festival (MVMF) on June 15 

 No new memberships came from our distribution of flyers at the various schools in the area. 
The City also distributed flyers to all their Angus Glen camp participants during March and 
June. 

 Six (6) new adult memberships, 1 new young adult membership & 1 new junior membership 
came from our promotion of the membership special in August (50% off 2019 prices if you 
join for 2020 at a reduced price). These were advertised through our Google My Business 
account and received over 213 hits in August. 

 New adult memberships from our existing members and the monitors promoting our club. 
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Section 5.02 2019 Membership Statistics 

Comparison vs 2018: 

 An increase in Adult membership by 13.2% (204 → 231)  

 An increase in Junior membership by 67% (27 → 45) 

 An increase in Young Adult membership by 80% (5 → 9) 

 Unfortunately we had a decrease in Family memberships by 58% (30 → 19) 

 

 

Member Database snapshot as of September 15, 2019 

Section 5.03 Historical Membership Numbers 

The club first formed as two clay courts in Morgan Park in 1968. Eventually, those courts were 
converted to hard courts and then the club moved to the new Reesor Park subdivision in 1973, 
expanding to three courts. By the late 70's, a second bank of three courts was added (North 
courts 4-6). 
 
Here is a look at our membership numbers through the years. 
 

+20 juniors from camps 
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MTC Annual Report 

Markham Tennis Club 11 

VI. CLUB OPERATIONS 
 

Jeff Lander and Richard Nicolson (the "management team") continue to manage day-to-day 
operations of the Club. This allows a much smaller board to focus on sound governance and 
financial management and help steer the club towards a sustainable future. 

The general arrangements are as follow: 

1. 100% of revenues from member registration go to the club to cover operating expenses, 
to cover debt repayment to the City for the costs of the clubhouse rebuild and court 
resurfacing, and to build a capital reserve for ongoing facility upgrades. 

2. All other revenue generated by the management team and our club professionals through 
club programs, camps, lessons, tournaments, etc are received and managed separately 
from all other club business. The management team has special arrangements with the 
pros to share profits in this area. The club receives no revenue from this activity. 

3. In the future, once membership levels reach a higher level and all club obligations are 
taken care of, including building a capital reserve fund, any additional membership 
revenues will be shared with the management team. This provides an additional incentive 
for the team to work hard at assisting the club to increase membership, which also 
increases their member programming revenue. 

Section 6.01 Club Professionals 

We were fortunate to have two tennis professionals for the 2019 season to provide some 
outstanding programming for our members and the community: 
 

1. Kusal Fernando - Tennis Canada Club Pro 1 certified coach for team lessons (all 
intercounty leagues), private/group lessons, and special events. 

2. Chris Urquhart: Employed full time this summer to run OTA tournaments and assist with 
after school lessons and run all junior camps and school programs. 

 

Section 6.02 Staffing (Monitors) 

This year we had two MDHS students hired from our community : Mackenzie Hedges and 
Kampbell Reid. Later in August we also added Annie Machin to our monitor staff. Annie comes to 
us as a long-time resident of Markham and will hopefully provide us some stability going forward. 
 
Staffing is one of our largest operating expenses, amounting to approximately $11,500 for 755 
hours of coverage in 2019 (hourly rate of $15). All have been trained in basic CPR and AED 
usage. 
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Fortunately, we were able cover some of the costs of one of the monitors through the SEP grant 
program from the Ontario Government. 
 

Section 6.03 Website, Membership & Program Processing 

Our website and backend membership registration software remained the same this year and 
helps us streamline the processing and make life easier for our membership director. Operations 
Manager Jeff Lander has his own website (www.landermanagementgroup.ca), hosted by 
MindBody, to allow for easier signup and payment of all club-related programs, lessons, camps 
and socials. MTC has their website to process membership fees using Jegysoft software. 
 

Section 6.04 Marketing, Communications, Social Media 

The most effective method of communication to our members is through email, even more-so 
than trying to promote links to our website.  
 
The club also has their own Facebook (40 followers) and Instagram (305 followers) accounts, and 
membership is encouraged to follow those accounts for regular updates to activities and 
programs. The management team, pros and monitors all posted material on these sites 
throughout the summer. 
 

A. Markham Music Festival 

To further promote the club, MTC reserved a spot at the annual Markham Village Music 
Festival (MVMF) on June 15. We were located in Morgan Park and brought in the OTA smash 
cage for the day along with some progressive tennis demonstrations. Flyers were handed out 
with discount codes for reduced membership fees to the public.  
 
The weekend weather was overcast and windy, but this didn’t prevent families from coming out to 
visit our booth. The festival committee this year gave us some advertising on their website 
http://www.markhamfestival.com/morgan-park/. 
 

Mackenzie Hedges & Kampbell 
Reid 

http://www.landermanagementgroup.ca/
http://www.markhamfestival.com/morgan-park/
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B. Other Advertising 

1. Karen Rea and Don Hamilton provided club promotion in their regular newsletters to 
constituents. 

2. We use SNAPd Markham to post free calendar entries for select upcoming events. 
3. The club ran a small online Facebook Ad campaign during March & April using a promo 

video that was developed using Ward Counciller Karen Rea’s promotion of the club. The 
cost was $480 for 50 days of ads within a 10-20 km radius of the club. MTC also 
continues to update Google Business with more photos and contact information (free 
service).  

 
 
Here are some stats from the facebook campaign: 
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4. We have a free Google Business account used to post ads and photos. Our special 
membership promotion in August received 213 views and likely brought in an additional 7 
memberships. 

 

C. Photos and News Articles 

Please visit our website regularly as we frequently post news blog items, updated pictures and 
information from our Facebook and Instagram pages. We also maintain a gallery of pictures from 
all our events for viewing and downloading. 
 

1. The MTC Website contains pictures from our events and socials at: 

www.markhamtennisclub.ca/gallery 

2. In-depth stories on many of our events: http://www.markhamtennisclub.ca/news 

D. Opportunities for 2020 

The City has indicated that with prior approval, we will be able to advertise our programs 

at Community Centres across Markham. 

http://www.markhamtennisclub.ca/gallery
http://www.markhamtennisclub.ca/news
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VII. CLUB PROGRAMMING 
 

Our management team did a wonderful job this season putting together some amazing programs 
for our membership. Here are some of the highlights. 

 

Section 7.01 Court Allocations & Challenges 

 
The club continues to juggle member and program court allocations across our 6 courts, and this 
can be challenging, especially in the core months of July and August when we also have full and 
half-day camps running. 
 
MTC has no court booking policy or system at this time, so members are asked to check on-court 
availability the following ways: 
 

1. Check our online calendar at http://www.markhamtennisclub.ca/calendar. It shows what 
is happening each day and the number of courts allocated for programming. We try to 
keep 2 courts free at all times for member drop-in. 

2. Call the clubhouse during staffed hours to find out how busy it is and if there is a wait list 
to get on court. 

 

In general, we always try to limit court allocations for tournaments to 4, leaving 2 open for 
member play. The exception was during the major tournament in July where we needed all 6 
courts over the weekend to complete the large draw size, and we thank members for their 
patience. Our club pro Kusal also works with the management team and board to ensure his 
lesson schedule is adjusted accordingly so that these free courts are not fully taken up during 
tournament weekends. 

The chart below shows the general demands for court time over the summer. The chart does not 
include all times taken by pros for other member programming and lessons. The busiest times 
noted in yellow were Monday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings during July-Aug with camps 
operating. Tuesday and Thursday evenings were also busy when home inter-county games were 
being played and members were waiting to book a free court. 
  

http://www.markhamtennisclub.ca/calendar
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Hours Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
9am - Noon 
 
 

3 courts: 
Mixed B,C 
team 
practices & 
clinics 

3 courts: 
junior camps 
(Jul & Aug) 
 
3 courts: 
Member drop-
in doubles 
 
1-2 courts:  
Ladies B 
practices 
 

3 courts: junior 
camps (Jul & 
Aug) 
 
1-2 courts:  
55+ team 
practices 
 
2 courts: 
Ladies drop-in 
doubles 

3 courts: junior 
camps (Jul & 
Aug) 
 
4 courts: B 
team matches 
 
2 courts: 
Member drop-
in doubles 

3 courts: 
junior camps 
(Jul & Aug) 
 
3 courts: 55+ 
home games 
 
2 courts: 
Member drop-
in doubles 

3 courts: 
junior camps 
(Jul & Aug) 
 
2 courts: 
Member drop-
in doubles 
with BBQ 
 

 

Noon-4pm 
 
 

OTA 
Tournament 
Play if 
scheduled (3-
4 courts) 

3 courts: 
junior camps 
(Jul & Aug) 
 

3 courts: junior 
camps (Jul & 
Aug) 
 

3 courts: junior 
camps (Jul & 
Aug) 
 

3 courts: 
junior camps 
(Jul & Aug) 
 

3 courts: 
junior camps 
(Jul & Aug) 
 
 

OTA 
Tournament 
Play if 
scheduled (3-
4 courts) 

4pm-7pm 
 
 

 1-2 courts: 
Junior Pgms 
(May & Jun) 
 

1-2 courts: 
Junior Pgms 
(May & Jun) 

1-2 courts: 
Junior Pgms 
(May & Jun) 

1-2 courts: 
Junior Pgms 

OTA 
Tournament 
Play if 
scheduled (3-
4 courts) 

 

7pm-11pm 
PRIME TIME 
 
 

Courts 1-3: 
Public Hours 

1 court: 
Cardio Tennis 

3 courts: 
Majors & 
Mixed B home 
games 

3-4 courts: 
Dbles 
Challenge 

3 courts: 
Mixed C 
home games 

Club Socials 
(when 
scheduled) 
 
Drop-In 
Round Robin 
 
OTA 
Tournament 
Play if 
scheduled (3-
4 courts) 

 

Section 7.02 Socials & Events 

Our management team organized and ran many excellent events and socials over the summer: 
 
1. Opening Day Celebrations (Sat, Jun 1

st
) – 90 participants (70 adult, 20 kids), FREE for the 

public 
2. Wheelchair Tennis Demo (Sat, Jul 6) – FREE for the public. About 10 participants came 

during the first hour to try wheelchair tennis. 
3. HEAD Demo Night & Exhibition (Fri, July 26) - 34 participants – $20 entry fee per person 
4. Cardio Tennis Social (Fri, August 23) – Cancelled due to low enrollment 
5. The Championships (Jul & Aug)  - 17 participants across 3 different categories – FREE for 

members 
6. The Championships Finals (Sept. 7) – 10 players and 20 spectators – FREE for members 
 
Members are encouraged to read our regular NEWS entries on the website and view our galleries 
for each of these activities. 
 

A. Wheelchair Tennis 

The club hosted a Wheelchair Tennis ‘Have a Go’ event on July 6
th
. The event was promoted by 

Katherine Hale from the Ontario Wheelchair Sports Association (OWSA) and Lisa Myers, Ontario 

https://owsa.ca/
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Wheelchair Tennis Development Officer with Tennis Canada. The evening began with an open 
invitation to Markham members and the public to drop by and try playing wheelchair tennis. This 
was followed by a “Match Day” event for players who registered with the OSWA. 
  
The Match Day program was created in partnership between OWSA and Tennis Canada to 
provide wheelchair tennis players in Ontario with local match play opportunities. The league is 
intended as a first immersion into tournament play and a stepping stone to the ITF sanctioned 
event in Canada and internationally.   
 

 

B. 3rd Annual HEAD Demo and Exhibition Night 

This annual social just keeps getting better and better, with more celebrity guests and 
entertainment added in for good measure. All 34 spots were snapped up quickly and for $20, 
members were treated to 1.5 hours of on court activities with guest pros Coulter Wright, Justin 
Jendrich (Division 1 NCAA North Carolina State University) and Lauren Chypyha (Division 1 
NCAA University of Wisconsin). 

To add to the excitement, the event was MC'd by Davis Jamieson, Director of Tennis at York 
Racquets, and music provided by International DJ Jamie-Lee. Following on-court activities was a 
BBQ by M&M Meats and a fun exhibition match with winners Devin Chyphya and Coulter Wright. 

All attendees went home with a nice gift pack filled with sponsor items, including @Drinkwell 
health drinks. Thanks to the Head Team and all the staff for putting on this great event! 

 

Devin & Coulter Raise Trophy 
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C. The Championships 

The following categories were hosted this summer for our final Club Championships, with 17  
players participating. 
 

1. Men's Open Singles  
2. Men's Open Doubles  
3. Mixed Open Doubles 

 
The draws were posted the end of July and all players were given until Sep 6 to play their 
respective rounds. The final matches were played on Saturday, Sep 7 in conjunction with a year-
end BBQ for members.  
 
There was no cost to enter the club championships, and all winners in each category received a 
gift card. A plaque of all the winners in each category is posted in the clubhouse 
 
Final Standings: 
 

1. Men's Open Singles - Winner: David Trinh, Finalist: Yves Stryuven 

2. Men's Open Doubles -  Winners: Sheldon/Jasper Persad, Finalists: David 

Sun/Chun Lei Zhao 

3. Mixed Open Doubles - Winners: Johana Schneider/Andrew Bric, Finalists: Sheldon 

Persad / Tania Persad 
 

  
 

 

Section 7.03 Adult/Junior Programs 

Here is a summary of the fee-based program offerings and their approximate participation levels. 
Note that Junior players do not need to be members of the club to participate, but Adult players 
must be members of the club. 

A. Juniors: 

1. Junior Red/Orange ball program ran each week Tues-Thurs from 4-5pm during May, 
June & September. 

2. Junior Green/Regular ball program ran each week Tues-Thurs from 5-6pm during May, 
June & September. 

a. 65 juniors signed up for these 2 programs for May & June. 
3. Camps ran the first week in July until end of August. We again included a junior 

membership for all camp participants.  
a. In total there were 75 campers from July 1 to August 30 
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b. Chris did an outstanding job with directly helping to bring kids to programs and 
camp. We are looking to change the 2020 school program to even better service 
the club with keeping kids engaged in the club for the full summer.  

B. Adults: 

1. Cardio Tennis ran all summer each Monday night. 
2. Strategy & Drills Clinic ran Thursday evenings 
3. Fundamentals Clinic followed the Strategy & Drills clinics 

a. 100 people attended these programs all summer May-Aug 
 

Section 7.04 OTA Competitive Tournaments 

The COMPETITIVE STRUCTURE in Ontario features more than 450 events and 1100 
tournaments accommodating players in the age categories Under 8 to Over 85. By hosting OTA 
tournaments, MTC has the opportunity to raise the club's profile in their local community which in 
turn could attract new members and provide an added service to current members. 

To view individual rankings, please visit the OTA website at: 

www.tennisontario.com/players/rogers-rankings 

A. Junior & Adult Tournaments 

One (1) Adult 3.0/5.0 tournament and six (6) junior 3 & 4 star tournaments were held over 
weekends during the summer. Here is a summary of the winners of each tournament: 

1. May 3-5 U16 Provincial Circuit: Draw size 22 boys, 13 girls 

 

2. May 10-12 U14 Provincial Circuit: Draw size 34 boys, 22 girls 

http://www.tennisontario.com/players/rogers-rankings
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3. June 7-9 U18 Provincial Circuit: Draw size 12 boys, 7 girls 

 

4. Jun 28-30 Adult 3.0/5.0 Open Tournament: Draw size: 21 men 
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5. Jul 12-14 Team Ontario Summer Circuit: Draw size 68 (34 boys, 34 girls) 

This was our 2
nd

 year hosting the U16 Team Ontario Summer Circuit which is a national 
qualifying event of OTA junior players looking for a spot on Team Ontario to play the 
Junior Outdoor Nationals held at ORC mid August. 
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6. Aug 9-11 U12 Provincial Circuit: Draw size : 26 boys, 15 girls 
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7. Aug 30 – Sep1  U14, U18 Transition Tour: Draw size 21 boys, 19 girls 

 

Section 7.05 Wed & Fri Night Mixed Doubles 

The Wednesday night doubles format was changed again this year allowing players to sign up for 
an entire 10-week session of matches and play one flat rate for each session (session #1 (May 8 
to July 10) or #2 (July 17 – Sep 18) or both). 
 
Based on the number of registrations that week, players were grouped into doubles matches 
across 3 courts over 2 shifts each Wed evening. After 30 mins of play, players either moved up 1 
court or down one court, split partners, and player another 30 minute round. The Wed night 
doubles accommodated all levels of play, from beginner to advanced. Participation averaged 24 
players per week.  
 
 

Section 7.06 Singles Box Ladder 

Introduced in 2018, this singles ladder runs May to September and gives all members a chance 
to try their hands at some friendly singles competition. Sign-up is online using gigasports.com. 
The following format is used: 
 

1. All matches are regular scoring 
2. All matches are an 8-game pro-set with a tie-breaker played at 7-7 
3. Five minute warm-up maximum 
4. If time is limited, play with no-ad scoring to speed things up 

 
Players must play a minimum of 1 match during the month in order to stay on the ladder. The 2 
players with the fewest games won move down 1 box, and the 2 with the most move up 1 box. 
 
Participation Numbers: 

http://www.gigasports.com/
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1. May:  5 boxes, 20 players 
2. Jun: 5 boxes, 23 players (40% participation) 
3. Jul: 5 boxes, 22 players (32% participation) 
4. Aug: 5 boxes, 22 players (23% participation) 

 

Plans for 2020 

 Replace ladder with a singles round robin (similar to Wed doubles RR) over 1 or more 
evenings 

 

Section 7.07 Inter-County Teams (ICTA) 

Teams at MTC continue to offer a competitive environment for club members to engage in league 
play with other tennis clubs around York Region. The leagues are geared to strong intermediate 
players or better. Evening teams play on Tuesday (Majors & Mixed B) and Thursday (Mixed C) 
nights starting at 7:00 PM. Daytime teams play Wednesday morning at 9:30pm (Ladies B) and 
Thursday morning at 9:30am (Mixed 55+). 
 

A. Team Formats: 

 
Majors & B Team Format: Eight (8) men and four (4) women plus spares. There are six matches 
per fixture: 3 men's doubles, 2 mixed doubles and one ladies double. 
 
C Team Format: ** NEW FORMAT FOR 2019 ** Six (6) men and six (6) women plus spares. 
There are six matches per fixture: 1 men's doubles, 1 ladies double, 2 mixed doubles, and 2 
Open doubles. Rosters are comprised of a minimum of 6 women, 6 men and 6 additional players 
chosen on merit. The Open lines are effectively gender neutral, which means a team can field 2 
men, 2 women, or one of each to play. The opposing team does not need to match player 
gender. 
  
55+ Mixed Team Format: Six (6) men and six (6) women plus spares. There are three matches 
per fixture: 1  men's doubles, 1 ladies’ doubles and 1 mixed doubles. 
  
Ladies B Team Format: Twelve (12) women plus spares. There are four matches per fixture: 
Strongest players on lines 1 & 2. 

B. Try-Outs: 

 
Every effort is made to ensure that there is fairness and inclusion in team selection. With the 
limited time available, we relied on our head pro Kusal to participate in the selection process. 
Spring weather was somewhat accommodating and we were able to hold all tryouts on Apr 24 
and 27. 

C. Team Practices: 
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This year we included 3 trainings sessions with our club pro as part of the intercounty team fee. 
Practices were held Sunday mornings (Mixed B, C), Monday mornings (Ladies B) and Tuesday 
mornings (Mixed 55+) and our club pro made himself available for doubles strategy training and 
drills over a 2 hour session at three times over the summer. Each player was charged a $50 fee 
to cover the cost of new balls and for the doubles strategy training. 
 
The following competitive teams played this season. Thanks to our captains and co-captains for 
working with our club pros to select the weekly player line-ups and arrange food and drink for 
home games: 
 

1. Mixed Majors Division NorthEast League (Tuesday evenings) - Captains Andrew 
Bric, Peter Krol 

2. Mixed B Division North League (Tuesday evenings) – Captains Tim Reynolds, Karen 
MacInnis 

3. Mixed C Division York League (Thursday evenings) - Captains Sean Gates, 
Tasneem Gopeesingh 

4. Ladies B Division Centre League (Wednesday mornings) - Captains Kate Hobson, 
Maura Mendonca 

5. 55+ Mixed East Division C North League (Thursday mornings) - Captains Bruce 
Anderson, Marilyn Fleming 
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D. Final Standings: 

 

Mixed Majors NorthEast 
 

Mixed B North Mixed C York 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ladies B Centre 
 

Mixed 55+ C North 

 

 

 

 

 

Plans for 2020: 

 Challenges remain with shortages of women playing on the night-time mixed B & C 
teams. 

Section 7.08 Schools Outreach & Giving Back 

A. Fun Fairs 

Marguerite Gervan, who works for York Region School Board, was able to determine the process 
for getting MTC on the YRDSB approved Service Provider list. This allowed us to distribute our 
camp flyer to select schools in the area, and also conduct progressive tennis demonstrations and 
attend Fun Fairs with the OTA Smash cage for the following schools: 
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School Name 
Fun Fair 

Date 

Cornell Village, Markham Jun 13 

Black Walnut, Markham Jun 19 

Reesor Park, Markham May 23 

William Armstrong, Markham May 31 
 
Feedback from the Fun Fairs was very positive. At each fair, a “Fastest Serve” contest was run 
and free t-shirts were given out to the top-3 servers. Each fair saw at least 50-100 students 
participate in the serving. While there, the club advertised its membership and programs. 

 

 
 

B. School Gym Sessions 

Four schools in our area were selected to run two days of gym classes for primarily Grades 1-6. 
Chris Urquhart conducted all sessions along with assistant Nolan Macinnis. 
 

School Name Gym Demo Dates 

Black Walnut, Markham Jun 6, 10 

Reesor Park, Markham Jun 5, 12 

William Armstrong, Markham May 13,14 

Barbara Reid, Stouffville May 30, Jun 13 
 

The Format 

Each session was approximately 35-50 minutes. 
 
Day 1: 

 Intro,rules,Markham Tennis club programs offered  

Students trying out the Smash 

Cage at Cornell Village Fun 

Fair 
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 Fun Warm Up game (5 Minutes) 

 Forehand Technique/Feeding drills (15 minutes) 

 Jailbreak game (15-20 Minutes) 
 
Day 2: 

 Fun Warm Up game (5 minutes) 

 Backhand Technique and feeding drills (15 minutes) 

 Jailbreak game (10 minutes) 

 Kings court doubles (if good enough...mostly older grades) 
 
Chris’ goal was to have the kids learn basic skills and hit as many balls as possible, the more 
moving the better.  
 
A lot of teachers complimented the program and how good, quick and efficient the instructors 
were.  
 
Chris summarized his experiences at each of the schools: 
 

William Armstrong 

 Armstrong was the only struggle as the gym is very small...so we had to switch a few 
things up, just for safety reasons.  

 I thought Armstrong was the least successful in terms of student and teacher 
engagement (kids sat out and some teachers never actually stepped foot in the gym with 
their class)...a lot of teachers kind of just showed up and dumped 28 kids into a small 
Gym on myself and whomever was helping that day.  

 Although...as I look back on it; structurally it wasn’t the best...but a lot of kids who did 
participate were coming up to me and saying it was the: “Best Gym Class ever” 

 I recognize a spike in after school enrolments at MTC from 1st-2nd session with 3 kids 
joining from that school...and other kids joining summer camp already. 

 Armstrong is an important school down the road! 
 

Reesor Park 

 Reesor was a fun school to go to, the program we ran was a lot of fun! Kids had a great 
time and their gym teacher was very engaged and involved...even to the point where she 
brought her kids this week to the courts...and she said the kids loved it; she also 
borrowed equipment from the board as well! 

 A majority of the kids in the MTC programs are from Reesor...we had about 6 kids return 
and 2 brought friends...one kid in the class asked me if I coached his sister...and the 
mom told me he had a lot of fun and is joining half-day camp! 

 Overall I think Reesor will be a big impact with registration mostly in the younger grades 
1-4 

 

Barbara Reid 

 The best experience in terms of student and teacher engagement...every kid had a lot of 
fun and it benefited from having a court on the yard!  

 Karen did a great job of setting it all up and getting the right grades 3-6 involved in the 
program at 30-40 minute sessions. 

 The kids had a lot of fun, and a lot of kids said they would sign up for a tennis camp...and 
they put our ad in the online newsletter as the Teachers and VP really were thankful for 
the program! 

 I think it was a great success, even to the point where a teacher from Harry Bowes came 
up to me and asked for my contact for potentially next year program. 
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Black Walnut 

 Great school, kids had a lot of fun...and really enjoyed the program!  

 A lot of kids asked me about summer camp and how they are willing to join if their 
parents don’t sign them up for something else... 

 The teacher was great and already borrowed equipment from the board to try a tennis 
unit. 

 
A great point was brought up and was an idea we should all look at...it’s to have us come in 
during the winter or other non-tennis months of the year and really get Tennis ‘put inside’ their 
brains and get them thinking about it. 
 
Overall, I thought the programs were a success and tennis as a sport grew because of it and to 
answer your question on whether we at MTC will see a spike in registration? The answer will 
come in September after camp season is over and I’m able to recognize and talk to kids. 

 

C. Other School Activities 

1. Donations were made to the Franklin P.S. BBQ fundraiser on Jun 6
th
 (1 Family, 1 Junior 

membership), William Armstrong Fun Fair on May 31 (1 Family, 1 Junior membership), 
Cornell Village Fun Fair (1 junior membership, 1 week camp). 
 

2. We allocated 3 courts for Reesor Park gym classes from Jun 18-20. 
 

3. Courts were made available to MDHS (Shelly Whittiker) for tennis team practices in early 
June (4 early morning sessions), and again in September (Erika Kerhoulas). 
 

4. The club’s used balls were given to Sarah Sirbos (Alexmuir Junior P.S.) and Jill Currie (Black 
Walnut P.S.) 

 

Section 7.09 Peter Gates Fair Play Award 

The Markham Tennis Club is pleased to announce the Fair Play Award program for club juniors 
aged 10 to 17. Annually in September, one player will be selected by the MTC Board and staff as 
the Fair Play recipient at our year-end social/tournament based on his/her exemplary conduct 
during the summer season.  

The award was kindly donated by long-time member Sue Gates, whose husband Peter Gates 
passed away suddenly in 2017. Peter was a past-president of MTC from 1990-91 and regularly 
attended club tournaments and played on the C-team for many years with his son Sean. 

In late summer, MTC asked the Club Professionals to nominate a competitor who has 
participated in various events and activities throughout the summer. Pros could nominate as 
many players as they wish. At the end of the summer, the MTC Board and Management staff 
reviewed all submissions and selected one player as the Fair Play recipient of the year.  
 
Club Professionals were asked to select nominees based on the following criteria:  
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1. Outstanding sportsmanship during matches, lessons and camp activities  

2. Applauding opponent’s good shots  

3. Calling out the score when serving  

4. Shaking opponents hand after the match  

5. Maintaining composure during matches: avoid emotional outbursts  

6. Making accurate and fair line calls  

7. Ability to manage scores (avoid scoring disputes)  

8. Avoiding code violations  
 
Anthony was awarded a small trophy, Head racquet & Head bag with some swag and will have 
his name engraved on a special plaque displayed in MTC's Clubhouse. 

2019 Winner: Anthony Lindo 

This is what Chris Urquhart had to say about Anthony: 

“Anthony came to our summer camp for a good majority 3-4 weeks...and he practices with his dad 1-2 
times per week as of late....really good kid, helps out the young ones” 

 

Section 7.10 Over-65 Mixed Tennis with Unionville T.C. 

Also referred to as MUFTI (Markham-Unionville Friendly Tennis Interplay), this fun event was 
launched in 2017 with players participating from Markham T.C. and from Unionville T.C. 
 
The 2019 season got off to a slow start (July), as our trusty leader Bill McCarthy decided to step 
down as O65 convenor for the club due to ongoing injuries. However, by early July, Bob 
Chaskovich decided to step up and take over the group, and shortly after they had enough 
players and continued interest by UTC to start up the group in a friendly round robin atmosphere. 
The MTC/UTC group of players met twice a month in July, Aug and Sep – Mondays at UTC and 
Tuesdays at MTC in the morning and used 3 courts. 
 
 

Plans for 2020 

Hopefully both clubs will decide to continue running the group each month in a friendly playing 
atmosphere. New participants are always welcome, and as long as players are close to 65 years 
of age or older, you are more than welcome to join in. 

 


